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he Ontario election has 
finally been called. Over 
the next few weeks, the 
leaders and candidates of all 
three parties will be doing their 
best to secure your vote. 

Our chart, Positions and 
Platforms (see page 2 and 3), 
gives you a brief overview of 
where the three parties stand 
on ten issues important to 
women. The issues we have 
highlighted are, by no means, 
the only ones of interest to 
women. These were selected 
because, for the most part, they 
were raised during our regional 
public forums and meetings 
with women’s groups across 
the province. 

There has been no attempt 
to analyze these positions. 
Nor have we tried to pre- 
sent all aspects of each 
issue. We offer a factual 
presentation, and leave it 
to you, the reader, to read 
between the lines, 
and decide which 
party will win your 
vote. The informa- 
tion in Positions 
and Platforms was 
taken from written 
documents that are 
available from each 
party. This is the first 
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time such material has been 
available prior to an election 
and detailed information 
on these and other 
issues is provided 
(see below). 

As election day 
draws nearer, the 
leaders and candi- 
dates may refine some 
of these positions, or 
make other statements or 
promises. In weighing who 
will get your vote, look behind 
all statements and promises. 
Things can sound good on 
paper, but it’s important to con- 
sider how the ideas will be 
brought to reality or how the 

plans and programs will be 
maintained. Talk to the 
candidates. We strong- 
ly encourage you to raise 
the issues, ask questions 
and make your concerns 
known. 

At the Council, we 
developed a slogan: 

What if every 

woman votes... and 
printed it on buttons. 
You'll find one 
inserted in this 
newsletter. Women 
have had the right to 
vote since April 12, 
1917. Generally, in 


X Cae os 
Ontario’s provincial'é: 
65% of the population votes. 
It is known that roughly 
equal numbers of 
women and men 
vote. That means 
that 35% more peo- 
ple could vote, half 
of them women. 
Exercise that right on 
election day. Take a 
friend, take a group, wear our 
button, and vote! 

For further information: 
The NDP has Progress and 
Promise, available through the 
Office of the Minister 
Responsible for Women’s 
Issues: 416:314-0270; the 
Ontario Liberals have a series 
of commitment papers, avail- 
able by phoning 
1-800-567-1995, and the 
Progressive Conservatives have 
published The Common Sense 
Revolution, obtainable by 
phoning 1-800-903-MIKE. 
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ABORTION * supports access to abortion | * supports access to abortion | * would provide abortion 
services services services in multi-service 
¢ funded five free-standing * supports funding for health care facilities 
abortion clinics © abortion services ¢ would not create new free- 
standing abortion clinics 
CHILDCARE * supports quality accessible | * supports quality, accessible | supports quality, accessibil- 
childcare through non-profit | childcare ity and parental choice 
Svat * believes privately owned * would encourage private 
* promised reform to create centres have a place in the - sector involvement 
universal system system 
¢ plans for one 3-year pilot 
project stalled for lack of 
federal money 
EDUCATION ¢ implementing sweeping * supports changes to system | * supports system-wide 
changes to system * would establish stable reform 
¢ changes guided by recom- multi-year funding, at * guarantees funding for 
mendations of the Royal current levels, to universi- classroom education 
Commission on Learning ties, colleges and schools * would de-regulate tuition 
¢ increased funding available for four years. for post-secondary 
to students for post- * review of student loans education over two years 
secondary eens would be a priority o Would caabhiche dont 
OU eT oe for all qualified students, 
¢ stated that federal budget repayable according to 
cuts will have major conse- graduate’s income 
quences for post-secondary 
education 
EMPLOYMENT | «Implemented Employment | ¢ does not support any system | * would repeal references to 
EQUITY Equity Act September 1, of employment equity that hiring quotas in 


1994 uses hiring quotas Employment Equity Act 


HEALTHCARE | ¢ implementing a new health 
card system ~ 


¢ would maintain health care 
funding at current levels 
and guarantee no cuts 


¢ would establish stable 
multi-year funding, at 
current levels, for hospitals 
and nursing homes 


¢ licensed midwives 
¢ would provide hospitals 

with more stable funding 
base 


¢ will license nurse 


practitioners ¢ would develop a Provincial 


Cancer Control Agency 
responsible for strategic 
planning of cancer-related 
issues 


* created Multi-Service 
Agencies to provide “one 
stop shopping” for long- 
term care 


¢ would establish healthcare 
Bill of Rights 


¢ would initiate “fair share 
health care levies” starting 


* undertaking mental health 
at incomes of $50,000 


care reform 
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* Ontario Student Awards Program 2 
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LIBERALS 


NDP 


* created jobsOntario, to give 
employment and training 
opportunities to social 
assistance recipients and 
those ineligible for unem- 
ployment insurance 


CONSERVATIVES 


¢ would scrap jobsOntario 


JOBS 


¢ would scrap jobsOntario 


Training ¢ would cut provincial 


income tax rates by 30%, 
remove barriers to growth 
and generate 725,000 jobs 
over 5 years 


¢ would encourage private 
sector growth and in turn, 
create jobs by reducing 
taxes by five 5% 

¢ 59,766 people have been 

placed in full-time jobs 

through jobsOntario 

Training (Feb. 95) 


* goal is to reduce unemploy- 
ment to 6% 


SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION _ 


° supports rights for same- 
- sex couples © 


, ¢ introduced legislation (Bill 


167) to expand rights of 


will not introduce or 
support new legislation 


will not introduce or 
support new legisiation 


willing to address benefits 
issue in broader context 


same-sex couples (defeated) 


° would introduce new 
legislation 


SOCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 


would link benefits to 
“workfare” and “learnfare” 
programs 


¢ has created programs such 
as JobLink, jobsOntario and 
OTAB whose purpose is to 
help social assistance recip- 
ients obtain training and 
jobs 


* supports reform to help 
people re-enter the work- 
force 


would reduce benefit pay- 
ments to 10% above the 
national average (seniors 
and disabled exempt) 


¢ would set benefit payments 
at national average for those 
not in training, community 
service or education 
programs 


¢ undertook “‘crackdown” on 
welfare fraud 


TAXES/ 
DEFICIT 


would eliminate deficit 
within first term 


¢ has relieved tax burden for 
lower income families 


fiscal plan would eliminate 
deficit within four years 


would eliminate employer 
health payroll tax for small 
business 


supports new law to force 
future provincial govern- 
ments to balance their 
books 


would cut taxes by 5% 
over 5 years 


* reviewing Fair Tax 
Commission recommenda- 
tions on how to correct 
inequities for women in 
current tax system 


would cut provincial 
income tax rates by 30% 


° on target for balanced | 
1997-98 operating budget 


would toughen the treat- 
ment of domestic and 
sexual assault offenders 


will mandate and enforce 
the removal of violent and 
abusive men from their 
homes, perhaps through bail 
orders 


VIOLENCE 


¢ established operational 
funding for rape crisis 
centres 


would consider a registry of 
convicted child molesters 


* increased funding to sexual 
assault treatment centres 
and transition houses 


will examine the creation of 
a specialized Family 
Violence Court 


would introduce an exten- 
* increased funding annually sive Victim’s Bill of Rights 
for sexual assault and wife 
assault prevention 


campaign 


would dedicate necessary 

resources to designing and 
building more shelters for 
abused women 


supports development of a 
Crime Prevention Advisory 
Council to provide the gov- 
ernment with advice on 
crime prevention 


* training at Ontario Police 
College now includes com- 
ponents in wife assault, 

sexual assault and gender 

sensitivity 
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Upd date 


The Counts was s established 

length from the governme t in 
and is in a unique position to qu 
tion the government’s direction and 
policies. Council’s mandate is to _ 
advise the government through the 
Minister Responsible for Women’s — 
Issues on matters pertaining foie | 
achievement of economic, social and — 
legal equality for women, to res . 
to requests from the Minister — 
Responsible for Women’s Issues, to 
hold regional meetings with the 
purpose of gathering the views ol. 
women on issues of concern inthe 
regions; to meet annually in Toronto — 
at which time members will have the 
opportunity to meet with the Premier — 
and other Cabinet members. There 
are 15* members, including the 
president, all eas on a oe ) 
time basis. 

ener two vacancies. 
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The federal government has elim- 


4 inated the Canadian Advisory 
| Council on the Status of Women 


(CACSW). Its mandate ended 


| April 1, and the office will be per- 
| manently closed June 30, 1995. 


Established in 1973, one of its 
main functions was providing 
analysis and comment on 
women’s issues through indepen- 


| dent research. The federal govern- 
| ment has said that the research 


component will now be undertak- 


| en by Status of Women Canada 


(SWC). Many women’s groups 
question the ability of SWC, a 


| government ministry, to offer 


| independent research on new and 


a 2 emerging issues and the impact of 
| government programs on women. 


They are angry that a major voice 
for Canadian women has been 
silenced. Prior to the shutdown, 
our Council organized a letter 


| writing campaign in Ontario urg- 


ing the federal government to 
maintain CACSW. Most recently, 


_| the provincial advisory Council 


presidents have written jointly to 
the Prime Minister requesting a 
meeting with women’s issues 


| minister Sheila Finestone to 


determine how the federal gov- 


| ernment will maintain its commit- 


ment to women’s equality. 


| WOMEN AND THE ECONOMY 


In partnership with community 
organizations, Council presented 
an information and community 
forum on women’s participation 
in the economy last month in 
Belleville. This event featured an 
information fair and workshops 
on making the most of your 
money, starting a business, getting 
loans and alternative economies. 
Karen Fraser, author of Women 
Like Me, spoke on women’s roles 
in the new economy. 


LETTER TO THE LEADERS 


Our last newsletter provided an 
opportunity for you to ask ques- 


News and Views 


| CANADIAN COUNCIL CLOSES 


tions of the three party leaders. 
Questions came in on childcare, 
employment equity, funding for 
women’s projects, abortion ser- 
vices, health, mental health, hous- 
ing, Ontario Student Loan 
Program, racism, training, unpaid 
work, violence, volunteering and 
wheelchair accessibility. We sum- 
marized and grouped the ques- 
tions under relevant headings. 
Responses will be mailed as soon 
as they are available. 


UPCOMING REGIONAL 
MEETINGS 
On May 2 in London, Council 
will hold a public forum on 
Women’s Issues in the 90s. 
Panelists Marion Boyd, Minister 
Responsible for 
Women’s Issues; 
Dianne Poole, Lib. 
MPP, women’s 
issues critic; and 
Elizabeth 
Witmer, PC 
MPP, women’s 
issues critic 
will discuss 
their party’s 
stand on wt 
women’s issues followed by 
questions from the audience. 
From May 25-30, President 
Pelletier and local members will 
tour Sturgeon Falls, North Bay, 
Mattawa, New Liskeard, Iroqouis 
Falls and Timmins. Another tour, 
September 15-20, will swing 
through Fort Frances, Kenora, 
Dryden and Sioux Lookout. 


MEMBERS 


Ottawa member Lise Nolet, has 
resigned from Council. Lise 
brought the voice of young 
women to the government’s atten- 
tion and was instrumental in sev- 
eral projects, including last year’s 
education report. The vacancy left 
by Lise will be filled after the 
elections. The intended appoint- 
ment for northwestern Ontario is 
Nova Lawson, Thunder Bay. 
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